
 

FOUNDRY ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN 

ANNUAL FALL MEETING 
Thursday, October 1, 2026 

Treetops Resort  |  Gaylord, MI 
 

AGENDA 
 

7:30 AM Registration, Breakfast, Exhibitor Tables Open 
 

8:30 AM Welcome & Overview 
 

8:35 AM Michigan Legislative and Regulatory Update 
  Bill Lievense, Foundry Association of Michigan 

Abstract: Stay informed on the latest legislative and regulatory developments affecting 
Michigan's foundry industry. FAM's Executive Director and lobbyist will provide an overview of 
key policy changes, pending legislation, and advocacy efforts, along with insights into what 
these issues could mean for your business and the industry moving forward. 

 

8:55 AM Environmental Update: Current Issues and Trends Impacting Your 
Business 

  Matt Schroeder, Dragun Corporation 
Abstract: Environmental regulations continue to evolve, making it essential to stay ahead of 
changing compliance requirements. Learn about recent developments in air, water, and waste 
regulations, enforcement priorities, and other environmental issues that could impact your 
operations. 

 

9:25 AM Spot the Robot Dog for Industrial Inspection 
  Travis Lucas, CWC Textron 
  Jacob Moreau, CWC Textron 

Abstract: Spot the Robot Dog has been developed by Boston Dynamics as an autonomous 
quadruped robot capable of traveling most places that a human can. The inspection payload, 
offered by Boston Dynamics, turns Spot into a useful addition to any maintenance team.  CWC 
uses Spot to perform a variety of inspections targeting downtime avoidance and preventative 
maintenance. 

 

9:55 AM Vendor Introductions 
 

10:05 AM Break, Networking, Exhibitors 
 

10:25 AM Sand Cycle: Shot Blast Sand Back to Green Sand 
  Caitlyn Dickson, EJ 

Abstract: What if your shot blast waste stream could become a valuable resource? This 
presentation explores how shot blast sand can be successfully reused in a green sand system, 
reducing waste while maximizing material utilization.  Learn about the key sand properties that 
influence performance, along with the practical lessons, best practices and process 
improvements that have helped make implementation successful and sustainable. 
 

 
Continued on next page → 



 

 
 
AGENDA (CONTINUED) 
 
 
10:45 AM Washington Outlook: Snapshot of Key Legislative & Regulatory 

Forces Impacting US Metalcasters 
  Stephanie Salmon, American Foundry Society 

Abstract: Learn the latest development on key legislative and regulatory actions that AFS has 
been actively engaged on. Provide comprehensive updates on the latest with trade and tariffs, 
as well as insights on the midterm election outlook and ramifications on policy for the new 120th 
Congress. 
 

11:30 AM Break and Hotel Check Out (if needed) 
 

11:45 AM Lunch Buffet Opens 
 

12:45 PM Campaign 2026: What Will Happen? 
  Bill Ballenger, The Ballenger Report 

Abstract: Gain a timely overview of the major political races shaping Michigan's 2026 elections. 
This presentation will explore the outlook for the Governor's office, U.S. Senate, and State 
Legislature, and discuss how the outcomes may influence the state's legislative priorities. 
 

1:45 PM Meeting Adjourns / Travel on your own to EJ (2675 US-131, Elmira, MI 49730) 
 
2:15 PM Tour at EJ 

EJ is a family-owned business that started in 1883 which is managed by 
the fifth generation of William E. Malpass.  Over the years the company 
has grown to be a global leader in the design, manufacturing, and 
distribution of access solutions for the world’s growing infrastructure.  
Products include manhole covers and frames, catch basins and curb inlet 
grates and frames, trench grates, tree grates, and other products utilized in 
access to the world’s infrastructure. EJ also provides water supply systems 
including fire hydrants and valves, valve boxes, and various water supply 
products. EJ has manufacturing operations in multiple countries and 
currently supplies products to projects in 6 out of the 7 continents. 
 

East Jordan Foundry was a greenfield foundry that started in 
November of 2018.  The new foundry in Elmira was built to replace 
the original East Jordan foundry located just 14 miles away. It is 
situated on a 200-acre site with 7 ½ acres under roof.  The foundry 
consists of four induction furnaces, two molding lines, and a 300+ 
ton/hour sand system. 

 

 
3:30 PM Event Concludes – Thank You for Attending 
 
 
 

*Speakers, topics and timing subject to change 


